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ACCENTED

Curated By Murtaza Vali



Interested in parallels between the Internet’s
hive mind and the neuronal networks of our
brains, Vadera uses the Web’s algorithms
to accent language. For File_Not Found
(2013), Vadera created a set of contemporary
hieroglyphics, feeding individual words
into Google’s image search and picking a
representative image from the results. The
selected images are often far from what
one might expect, expanding the potential
meanings of each word. The looped digital
video uses these image-word pairs to
present a short text that meditates on the life
and death of images and information in the
digital age. The vinyl wall piece Even nowhere
is someplace (2015) uses a similar strategy
for the individual words in the titular phrase.
The selected images are digitally abstracted
and combined to create an ambiguous
form that, like a Rorschach blot, allows for
multiple interpretations. Finally, an invisible
world map, indicating the geographic origin
of each image file, is overlaid on top. While
Vadera’s aphorism captures the tension
between the virtual and real, mapping the
formers physical coordinates in vinyl, it also
asserts that absence or transience does not
preclude belonging. Together these works
posit the search engine as a key structure
through which we understand, remember,
and are remembered in our increasingly
digital world.
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Jaret Vadera
File_Not_Found, 2013
Digital video 1 minute loop
Courtesy of the artist
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